7 ' P, L. Faenger
* | . Bomne Terre, Mo,
VOLUME 15 ~ ST. LOUIS, MO., JULY, 1953 ' . ’ " NUMBER 7
Paui; and to day when the scripl:ura,lilesasi

GREAT MEN AND SMALL MEN

BY Roy LONEY

In a recent issue of the Gospei Advocate,
Bro. H. M. Phillips had this to say: “Great

" men can differ and not abuse each other but .

reason together. Most
men now when they dif-
-fer, try to see -how
much sarcasm and wit
and abuse-they can use
instead of argument-
and reason in_a Chris-
tian way. I fear that-
there are - too many
small men in the
church and by this test
the preachers are not
exempt. Argument and
reason are good, but abuse and foolishness
are disgusting. Let us help make some more
great men and less little fellows. All have a
‘part in ‘this great work »
The above is thought provoking and well
‘expressed, and should commend itself to all
who love the truth, To argue, dispute and

* -debate is not out of harmony with the spirit

of Christ; for he was constantly in argument
. with his opposers in Jerusalem. He met the
strongest and ablest of his enemies and put
them to rout without losing his dignity; and
the same thing was true of the apostle Paul.
He fearlessly met all “comers” in public dis-
cussions and with courage and honor de-

fended the truth against all error. In so .

doing, he was contending for the faith “once
delivered- unto the saints” (Jude 3). The
Christian soldier must engage in combat
with enemies, numerous, varied and reso-
lute; but his only divine weapon is the
“Sword of the Spirit—the word of God.” He
_needs no other weapon, for this sword is
“mighty through God to the pulling down
"~ of. strongholds.” Paul . declares it to be
“gsharper than any twoedged sword” and if
we use it as did Stephen (Acts 6: 9, 10) our
" enemies will not be able to “resist the wis-
dom and spirit,by which we speak.” .
"It is human nature to wish to win a per-
sonal vietory, but if we are true soldiers of
the cross, no personal element can or will
- enter into our thinking when we are en-
" gaged in any conflict with an enemy of the
truth. Our only desire is to uphold the truth
against the errors of Satan in such a manner
and by such a method as will win the de-
luded followers of error to the.freedom of
the truth. Jesus said, “Ye shall know the
truth and the truth shall make you free”
(John 8: 32). The adheren_ts of error must

be shown a “better way,” and that “better
way” is not the way of sarcasm, ridicule or
contempt. Aquila and Priscilla might have
driven Apollos from public life with the
barbed darts of sarcasm, but by expounding
unto him the way of God more perfectly, a
powerful soldier was added to the ranks of
Christ’s great army (Acts 18: 24-26).
Nothing can show either the littleness or
the greatness of a man’s heart like criticism
of his life or belief. The way he will react
always tests the sincerity and honesty of his

" belief. If he is absolutely sincere and honest

in his convictions, then truth and an appeal
to the scriptures is all he will feel is needed
to defend his cause. When Paul preached a
new gospel to the Bereans of old, they
showed a real nobility of character and a
love for the truth by “searching the scrip-
tures daily whether these things were so”
(Acts 17: 11).

Today many live issues face the children
of the Lord, and the belief and practice of
many are being called in question. Name-

calling and even buffoonery are the chief .
stock in trade of those more concerned with

maintaining their standing before an un-

" sanctified and pleasure loving audience, than

to prove the scripturalness of their position
before God. They are far more concerned
about their standing with men than in be-
ing prepared for the Judgment of God. When
Paul brought the -knowledge of Christ to
idolatrous Ephesus, Demetrius and his fel-
low-craftsmen were more concerned about

their craft than in proving the divinity of

their God, hence their intense anger against

of the “located Minister” system is being so
forcefully called in question many are far
more concerned about the effect on the
system than the question of its scriptural-
ness.

For a true child of God, there is no other
question other than “What saith the scrip-
ture?” To promulgate teaching that will,
as -some say, put. a “For Rent” sign on
the “Minister’s” parsonage is neither a cause
of warfare nor of anger. Let the issue be
debated on scriptural grounds, and the final
appeal be made to the scriptures. “To the
law and to the testimony, if they speak not
according to this word, it is because there
is no light in them”(Isaiah 8:20). If the
system is defensible by an appeal to the
scriptures, then let us have the scripture
and thus settle all controversy. To use

-ridicule, sarcasm and contemptuous words, is

an open admission of a-weak and indefen-
sible cause. Truth needs no other weapon
than its own strength. A personal victory
in winning an audience’s approval, does not
settle the question.for eternity. It is God
who makes the final decision—not a crowd
of people who can be carriéd about by
“every wind' of doctrine,” .and brethren,
wouldn’t it be wonderful if all tle “valiant
Knights” who come forth in their “shining
armour” to defend their own cause would .
spend lengthy hours in fervent, humble
prayer for God’s spiritual guidance and like
the humbled and penitent Paul would daily
pray, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”
In such a case I am sure the controversy
would be far less noisy, bitter and personal
and more wholesome in reaching a decision
as to what the heavenly Father approves or
condemns. O, for more really great men and

fewer little pigmies! -

THE ELDERS OF THE CHURCH

By W. CARL KETCHERSIDE

In this article we continue our discussion

- of those qualifications of the bishop which

are generally applicable to moral conduct
and faithfulness. The mnext in order is

patience, an attribute of great worth in those ,

who must deal with others, and help them
with their varied problems. It requires a
spirit of longsuffering and  forbearance,

. coupled with gentility of manner and kindly

demeanor. An elder must not be rash, hasty.
in spirit, nor ungentlemanly in disposition.
He must be willing to listen' carefully to an-
other and weigh all of the facts in. any case.

9. Not a brawler. The word from amachon
means one who is “not contentious or fond
of fighting.” A quarrelsome, violent person
will seriously injure the church, especially
if placed in a position of leadership for
which he is ill-fitted because of ill-temper.
There is no excuse for making faultfinding
one’s chief vocation on earth. A disagreeable
attitude toward others who disagree with
you indicates a lack of proper maturity and
general maladjustment which incapacitates
for serious positions of trust, The original
word implies “quarrelsome over wine.”
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'10. Not covetous. The term (aphilarguron)
means “not a lover of money” and the late
revision so translates it. It is not a question
of whether a man has any money or not,
nor a matter of how much he may possess.

It is not the sum in possession, but the atti-

tude toward it. A man might fall under this
condemnation who had no money, while an-
other might be free from it who had much.

Some men who have never had money
) greatly love it and eagerly pursue it, others

who from birth were in more prosperous
clrcumstances seem to care but little for the
gold of this world.

11. A good report of those without. An
elder must be a man of good reputation
among outsiders. His standing in the com-

" munity, as a citizen, must be above reproach.

Hypocrites stand between outsiders and the
truth. When such.are placed in the leader-

_ ship of the church, their influence for evil

is multiplied and the occasion for reproach
is magnified. Often when a man’s reputation

‘has not been good he may be inclined to

despair and recklessness of behavior. -Under
the idea that it will avail him nothing if he
does live right, since his past will always be
held against him, he may succumb to the
seductive devices of the devil. Certainly the
snare of Satan will be more liable to catch

‘one who is thrown off guard by despondency

and discouragement caused by remorse for
past conduct. Placing one in a prominent
position always increases the whispered ac-
cusations against him. If allowed to remain
quietly and unobtrusively in the background,
he may safely livé down his past, and fhe
outside world cease to blame him for that of

.which he repented. -
12. Not self-willed. An insolent, stubborn

person who is always right and never makes
an error in judgment, in his own estimation,
is wholly unfitted for the sacred trust of a
shepherd in the church. How much division
and contention has been caused in times
past by those little souls who tried to carry
on this big job of .riding roughshod over

their brethren. An unbridled exhibition of-

impudence and pride, to the utter disregard
of the feelings of others, or to purposely
wound them, is out of character for one of
God’s overseers. Humility and modesty
coupled with meekness, will set a far better
example for the flock.

13. Not soon angry. This qualification has

to do with the control of the emotions. Our -

word “anger” comes from the Latin angorem,
“compression of the neck,” from angere, “to
choke.” The Greek term also- means “to

. press tightly.” It is temper that manifests

itself in action, and generally in physical
reaction. It may be either selfish.or disin-
terested, but in either case it renders the
individual who indulges in it incapable of

thinking clearly. It affects the whole per-

son, physically, mentally, and spiritually.
Thus it is certainly a harmful pastime in
which to engage. One may be driven by cir-

‘cumstances to the point where his guard is

beaten down and he finally lapses into anger

against some ill either real or supposed,. but
an elder must be temperate in his conduct
and emotions.

14. A lover of good men. ‘The Greek phila-
gathos, means a “lover of good” and it may
refer to good men or good things. Certainly
the translation “good men” does no violence
unless it be that an undue limitation is

‘placed upon the meaning of the apostle. An

elder must be a lover of all good men, of
whatever race or color. He must have an
interest in the souls of all those who seek
to manifest a proper spirit toward God and
their fellowmen. ' )

15. Just. The implication of this word is
“fair, equitable, honorable.” It generally has
to do with our relationship with others, and

implies that in all such relations we must be -

considerate, and maintain the’ rights and
dignity of those with whom we have deal-

- ings. Sometimes men have been placed in

the eldership who have two standards, one
for themselves and one for others. If mem-
bers -of their immediate families do those
things which are unbecoming the action is
hushed up or minimized; if members of
other families do the same thing they are
made to publicly confess their errors. Such
partiality is unfair. Sin is sin. It is so if
committed by some member of my family.
It is so if committed by a member of any

other family ‘We must make no distinctions .

where God has made none.
16. Holy. This word has to do with our
responsibility to God, who says, ““Be ye

holy, for I am holy.”. To be holy means to '
be sanctified, consécrated and fit for the-

Master’s use. A man is not holy who is
worldly. It is certainly not becoming for an
elder to frequent the movie palaces with
their suggestive scenes; to engage in play-

ing cards; to tell smutty stories and double .
entendre jokes; to pull and .puff on ciga-

rettes, and generally to show such lack of
control as to pull the moral standing of the
church to a lower level than that upon which
many non-members stand. Without holiness
no man shall see the Lord. And a church

- will no more rise above its leadership than

a stream will rise above its fountain source.
If the elders are‘giddy the church will not
be serious; if the elders are following after

the pleasures of this life, the members will !

be “lovers of pleasure more than lovers of
God.”

We should pray that men will be

raised up among us who love the Lord more ,
than anything in this world, and who will
seriously, .pra.yerfully,A earnestly -contend for
the faith, setting such examples before the
flock that they may safely pattern after '

them and some day be justified at the com-
ing our blessed Lord and glorlous _master,

who -is the Shepherd and Bishop of our ,

souls.

~ ciples, “Lord, teach us

‘taught his disciples.”
Jesus did not speak

“THY KINGDOM COME”_

RApIO TALK BY RicHARD D. KERR

‘What is commonly refenred to as “The,

Lord’s Prayer” is never so designated in the
Scripture. This prayer, as recorded by Mat-
thew (6: 9-13) and Luke
(11: 2-4). was the an-
swer of our Savior to
the request of His dis-

to pray, as John also

these words to -His
Father 'in prayer, but
to the disciples as a pat-
tern or example for-
them to use when they ]
prayed. It should more appropriately be re-
ferred to as “the disciples’ prayer.”

Of the ten New Testament references to
the prayers of Christ only four record the

" words He spoke. These prayers were uttered

at Capernaum (Mt. 11: 25, 26), at the tomb
of Lazarus (Jno. 11: 41, 42), in the upper
room the night of His betrayal (Jno. 17),
and in the garden of Gethsemane (Lk. 22:

42). Of these four, that prayer which con-
stitutes the seventeenth chapter of John is

most outstanding and if any one of Christ’s
prayers could be referred to as “The Lord’s
Prayer” this would undoubtedly be it.

“Why is it wrong for us to pray, ‘Thy

kingdom come’ ?”
this: because the kingdom has already come.

The answer is simply

There are some erroneous theories-abroad in !
the land today to the effect that the kingdom
has not yet come but will e set up when

Jesus comes to reign on -earth a thousand
years.

The propagators of these speculative theo-

ries, most often referred to as “premillenial- -

ism,” completely ignore-the teaching of
God’s Word that when Jesus comes at the

‘end of time He will not even set foot upon .
the earth, but we shall meet Him in the air. .

The Bible tells us, (1 Ths. 4: 16, 17), “For
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven

with a shout, with the voice of the arch- |

angel, and with the trump of God: and the
dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which
are alive and remain shall be caught up to-

gether with them in the clouds, to meet the

Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be . -

with the Lord.”
If, then, the kingdom will not be set up
at the second coming of Christ, when will it

be established?. Your giess would be as good
as mine, but since neither of us wants guess-

work let’s turn to the Bible for the answer.
The prophet Daniel, in declaring the God-

given interpretation of King Nebuchadnez- .
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ar’s perplexing dream, said, “And in the
days of those kings shall the God of heaven

. set up a kingdom which shall never be de-

stroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left
to other people, but it shall break in pieces
and consume. all these kingdoms, and it
shall stand forever” (Dan. 2: 44).

- 'What kings did Daniel refer to? It is com-

monly acknowledged by students of both
sacred and secular history that those kings
were of the Roman Empire, the fourth world
empire described in this dream. God was to

set up this indestructible, imperishable, im-"

mortal kingdom in the days of the Roman
kings.

In the days of those kings, the Roman
kings, John the Baptist preached in the
wilderness of Judea, saying, “Repent ye: for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Mt. 3:"
2). He did not say the kingdom had already

‘been established. Neither did he say he was

establishing it. Nor did he say that it was
to come hundreds or thousands of years
later. He said it wad “at hand.” It was al-

.most there, but not quite. It was near by,
_but not yet in existence.

Mark tells us (1: 14, 15), “Now after that
John was put in prison, Jesus came into
Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom
of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent
ye, and believe the gospel’” The fact that

Jesus was preaching the gospel of the king- -
‘dom, telling his hearers that the time was

fulfilled and they must repent and believe
the gospel would seem to indicate that the
kingdom was already there... Remember,
though, He also said that the kingdom of

‘God was yet “at hand.”

The kingdom was still in the future when
Jesus taught His disciples to pray for. its
. Our Father which art in
heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy king-
dom come . . .” (Mt. 6:9, 10). He would
not have taught them to pray for it to come
if it had already been established. That He
told them to pray for it indicates they were
to expect it to come in their lifetime.

Another passage of scripture reveals the
same thought. Seven days before the trans-
figuration Christ said to the people and His
disciples, “Verily I say unto you, that there
be some of them that stand here, which -
shall not taste of death, till they have seen

the kingdom of God come with power”

(MKk. 9: 1). If the kingdom 'has not yet come
there are some people living in the world
today who are almost 2,000 years old. In
comparison with them Methuselah would

have been a young man when he died at the

age of 969 years. Jesus said the kingdom.
would come while some of them were yet
living. It did. It came that year.

Some time after the transfiguration Jesus
sent out the 70 disciples with instructions
to preach unto the people, “The kingdom of
God is come nigh unto you” (Lk. 10:9). It
was nigh unto them, but not yet with them.

Even at the supper it was yet in the

-high (Lk. 24:49).

. future. On fhat night of His betrayal Christ

said to His apostles, “I shall not drink from

henceforth of the fruit of the vine, until the

kingdom of God shall come” (Lk. 22: 18).
‘Jesus said in Mk. 9: 1 that the kingdom

~ was to come with power. Shortly before His

ascension, Jesus promised this power to His
apostles. He told them to tarry in Jerusalem
until they were endued with power from on
The apostles were true
to the instructions of their Master and He
was true to His promise. On the Pentecost
following the ascension of our Lord the
apostles received this power (Acts 2: 1-4).

Subsequent to Peter’s confession of Christ,
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
God” (Mt. 16: 16), the Savior promised him,
“I will give unto thee the keys of the king-
dom . . .” (Mt. 16:19). Keys represent
authority. Peter was given authority to open
the door of the kingdom, that is, to declare
the terms upon which one might enter it.
This he did on Pentecost when he answered
the question, . .
the words, “Repent and be 'ba.ptized every
one of you . .."” (Acts 2: 37, 38).

. “what shall we do?” with

Three thousand devout Jews became citi-
zens of the kingdom that day by obedience
to the divine command. “Then they that
gladly received his word were baptized: and
the same day there were -added to them’
about three thousand souls” (Acts 2: 41).

A few years later Paul wrote that God
_had translated them into the kingdom:
“Who hath delivered us from the power of
darkness, and hath translated us into the
kingdom of his dear Son” (Col. 1: 13). The
kingdom is no longer referred to in the
future tense. Here it is spoken of in the
past tense. It had to be in existence for them
to be translated into it. ~ ’

‘According to Heb. 12: 28 the kmgdom has
already been received and cannot be shaken,
“Wherefore, we receiving a kingdom which
cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby

we may serve God acceptably with reverence -

and godly fear.”

Those disciples who lived in the days of
Jesus were to pray, “Thy kingdom come,”
but there is neither precept nor example for
praying, “Thy kingdom come” by anyone-
‘after the day of Pentecost.

~ various meetings, they

'THE LAND WE LIVE IN

By HAROLD BAINES, Morley, England

It was in the dark days of the 1914-18 War"

that our story opems. A group of brethren,
by virtue of their employment, moved to

" Ardsley and for a while

journeyed to Wakefield
and Birstal. However,
being of an evangelistic
turn of mind they did -
not let their service
rest there, but by mix-
ing among the denomi-
nations and addressing

aroused great interest
in the. New Testament
cause, eventually lead-
ing to at least one conversion.

These brethren then got their heads to-

_ gether and were not long in deciding to at-

tempt to form a church, and so it was on
Lord’s Day, October 31st, 1915, that seven
brethren, namely Brother and Sister Wright,

Brother and Sister Wintersgill of the Wake- ~
field Church, Brother and Sister J. Holmes -

and the new convert, Brother Warren of the
Birstal Church met together in the home of
Brother and Sister Holmes for the breaking
of bread and a Gospel meeting. The latter
was so well attended that they continued in
the same the following Lord’s Day; this
time the Gospel Meeting was crowded, inso-
much that they determined to look for a
suitable meeting place.

East Ardsley, being a small place, this
wasn't easy, but eventually they secured a
fairly large room in Bradford Road and
met till they acquired their present premises.

‘The young Church grew fast, under the
able evangelism of the present editor of the
_‘Scripture Standard, our esteemed Brother
Walter Crosthwaite. It was under his able
preaching that . the present writer was-
brought to the Gospel, being baptized at
Morley on November 16 and added to the
Church at Ardsley on the following Lord’s
Day—being, if one’s memory is correct, the
twenty-fourth member of the church that
had been formed only twelve months before.

The young church soon: found itself the

center of attraction and also of bitter hos- .

tility, not just because of the forthright
preaching of Brother Crosthwaite and Breth-
ren Holmes, Wintersgill etc., but also be-
cause of its tolerant attitude to “Conscien-
tious Objectors” of that day, men who pre-
ferred prison to military service.

- There was in Wakeﬁeld jail.in that year
1916, quite a number of brethren of Churches
of Christ who readily availed themselves of
the little Church at Bast Ardsley, and would
journey up on their bicycles on a Lord’s
Day, among them Brother Robert McDonald,
now treasurer of the Evangelists’ Committee.
One recalls the Brothers Cartwright, W. and
Frank Cook and many others, and it was
common in that little community to have
often a dozen C. O.’s and a sprinkling of
Service men all fellowshipping together in’
the best of spirits.

This tolerant attitude to these “scum of
the eéarth,” as one -heard them referred -to,
roused the ire of the local population and it
was quite a common experience to have

(Continued on page 5)






